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gravings.1 This selection has been made in view of people who
have never been away from the remote villages in which they
live, or have only been as far as the nearest country towns
where there are no museums (although, as the Director of Fine
Arts remarked, there is enough "stuff*' in Spain, in spite of
what has been sold or smuggled out of the country, to make an
excellent art-gallery in every provincial capital). The villagers
may have seen photographs or coloured reproductions; but
they have never seen real pictures nor do they know the look of
any painting by one of the great masters. The "Misiones"
would like to bring this travelling art-gallery even to the villages
most difficult of access, to the "disinherited9'. But paintings axe
not like books, the gramophone or the cinema; they are difficult
to transport where there is no road, and still more difficult to
display where there is no large room in which pictures may be
hung in a good light with an appropriate background. So for
the present the travelling museum is generally on view at a
country town, or a village where there are facilities for in-
stalling it. It is accompanied, of course, by persons responsible
for hanging the pictures and looking after them, who try to
arouse interest by simple explanations and talks on their artistic
and historical significance, and sometimes illustrate them with
lantern-slides and public talks. On leaving the district, the
Museum leaves photographs of all the pictures exhibited, to
hang in the village hall or school house, as well as smaller
photographs which are distributed free to anyone who asks for
them.

The misioneros have interesting stories to tell of their ex-
periences, in remote, forgotten villages.

The only public room, as a rule, was the Dancing Hall, the Salon
de Idle, usually a large granary, with an earthen floor and a sort of

1 The paintings are: Berruguete Auto de Ft, El Greco The Resurrection and
Portrait of an unknown man, Sindiez Cuello Prince Carlos, Ribera Jacob,
Zurbaran The Vision of St Peter, Velazquez The Tapestry Weavers, The
Infanta Margarita and The dwarf Don Antonio the Englishman, Murillo El nino
Dios Pastor and St Elizabeth of Hungary, Goya Shooting the prisoners, La Maja
vestida and El Pelele.